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Why & What Do We Read?
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- The world is too much with us; late and soon,
. Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers:
Little we see in Nature that is ours;
. We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon!
| William Wordsworth,
The World Is Too Much With Us

“In some mysterious way, each life is every
life, and all lives are one life—there is
something of ourselves in each and every
character we meet in the hallowed pages of a
Great Book.”
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“Travel is fatal to prejudice,
narr inded and bigotry.
Broad, charitable views

» of men and things cannot be acquired

by vegetating in one little corner of
the earth all of one’s lifetime.”
Mark Twain
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“You never really
understand a person
until you consider
things from his point
of view...until you
climb in his skin and
walk around in it.”
Atticus Finch
To Kill a Mockingbird




Why we should read (and not just
 because your teacher makes you...):
| | 1. Exercises the imagination

Time and place exploration
Eyes of others — points of view
Fundamental role in

* T.S. Elliot: “distracted from
distraction by distraction”
Mirrors and
(character or spirit of an age)

: “The unexamined
life is not worth living.”




Writing Prompt:

What is one literary or film character to
whom you feel you can relate? Describe a
specific story or example that demonstrates
how you and that character are similar or

relatable.




