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/ Part 3: Setting and
Dialogue

= time, place, climate, geography, temperament
Why is setting important?
What makes developing a setting difficult?
World Building
Write what you know

Use your imagination

What makes a setting believable?

Can you ever describe something too much?

Dialogue can be one of the most
challenging parts of writing — Why?

All people speak differently How to Write 4 o

wrong
Writers need dialogue that moves the
plot forward

Dialogue
LikeaPro

How do you create characters that sound
different from your internal voice?

Your dialogue sucks! (at first... and that's ok) novel-writing-help.com




Alfred Hitchcock: “drama is life with
all the boring bits cut out.”

Cut the fluff!

Let the audience make inferences

Writing Tips

= a description of the
expressions, movements, or even
internal thoughts that accompany the
speaker’s words.

Help illustrate what's going on the
in scene

Helps replace a long list of

dialogue tags ("he said,” “she Writ‘.ng T‘.PS

said”)




Characters should sound distinctly
“themselves”

Syntax and diction
Levels of energy and formality
Humor and confidence

Speech-related quirks

Writing Tips

SETH
(sheepishly)

Ha -- Hi, MS DARLING.

AMANDA DARLING
(sweetly)

Hi, Seth! And how many times do I have
to tell you, it's Amanc

sETH

(smiling with embarrassment)
Right, ugh - so stupid. (smiles
widely) Amanda.

AMANDA DARLING
How's your day going?
SETH

(stutteringly)
oh, great! I taught a really —-
avesome lesson -- and then a quiz that
was -- just super, and the kids were
all like -- "Dang, gan, you
really are the best teacher I've ever
had" -- and it has been like, you

know, any other normal day.

AMANDA DARLING
I'm so glad to hear it!

SETH
(staring awkwardly)
(

Yeah! (said breathily)




NURSE BETHANY
So what are you working on?

DR. WILHELM BLOCK
An experiment.
She starts leaning closer to hin and drapes her arm across
NURSE BETHANY his shoulde:
Experiment? What kind?

JURSE BETRANY
You kaow what my favorits class in

DR. WILHELM BLOCK
nursing aemoo

It iz a secret

She inches toward him and whispers in his ear.
NURSE BETHANY

Oh, that is so exciting! You are so NURSE BETHANY
brilliant, Wilhelm —- I mean (seductive whisper)
Doctor. organic chem.

DR. WILHELM BLOCK She pulls away, but she leaves her hand resting coquettishly
You must leave now. I have vork to do, on his back.
und ziss experiment requires my full NURSE BETHANY
attention. (seductively)

You know where to £ind me if you want

NURSE_ BETHANY help with any -- experiments. Until

oOh, but I vant to help! later, Doctor.

Melinda
Block is

MELINDA NEWTON
taken aback)
Seth! You can't poison Ms. Darling
into being attracted to you

sETH
It's not poison! It's just a little.
inspiration!

rolls her eyes dramatically and shakes her head. Dr.
looking intrigued but pensive

DR. WILHELM BLOCK

I do not deal in chemical
compounds o excite or attract ze
opposite sex. My work focuses upon
meking behavioral medificatio
compounds zat dull ze senses, or make
a subject more subservient.

MELINDA NEWTON

DR. WILHELM BLOCK
(ignoring her question)
Speaking of vitch,

Dr. Block pulls out a small pad of paper and clicks a pen to
life.

WILHELM BLOCK
£ you noticed a change in
of late? Hmm? Perhaps,
attentive? Less eezily

So how did you go from a Hollywood set
to here?

seth nods, uncomprehendingly.

LMAN
{sounding philosophioa) REX TILLMAN

it T e S Life s short, which brings me back
B i tates vering the.son ot s your
o
R —
(vonphesseny
ook, b geeE Bl ¢ o

Shakespeare, dude. C'mon. (turning and heart wa t ripped --
slapping Seth on the chest again) Am I ed
2
ripped -- Hence! -- gym teacher.
Nelinda chortles and rolls her eyes. Rex puts  hand on
Seth's shoulder and leans into

ach b

ugh tc
tress. Her Knight in
shining armor.




You naturally speak differently to different
people

Word choice, tone, body language, levels
Exercise:

Pretend your character has won the
lottery. How does that character reveal
the big news to their closest friend?

Now pretend that you are telling that
same information to a family member that
you rarely speak to because they have
always been mean to you.

Now have your character tell the same
information to their arch nemesis.

Writing Tips

= story elements hidden
beneath the text that the reader will
infer

Do you always tell everyone exactly
how you feel in any conversation?

“Hey, Jake. Long time no see.”

“Tell me about it, Ted. The precinct isn’t the same
without you.”

“Well, you know I had good reason for leaving.”

“I do. But I also thought you might change your
mind.”

People (except teachers, preachers,
and crazy people) rarely talk in
lengthy monologues.

Insert questions, comments, or brief
interludes

Small bits of action




You dated a famous guy?

In ninth grade.
We had drama. ~




