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Pagination

Part 3: Setting and 
Dialogue

DEVELOPING A STORY

DEVELOPING YOUR SETTING
▸                  = time, place, climate, geography, temperament 

▸ Why is setting important? 

▸ What makes developing a setting difficult? 

▸ World Building 

▸ Write what you know 

▸ Use your imagination 

▸   

▸ What makes a setting believable? 

▸ Can you ever describe something too much?

WRITING DIALOGUE

CHITTY-CHATTY-BANG-BANG!
▸ Dialogue can be one of the most 

challenging parts of writing — Why? 

▸ All people speak differently 

▸ Writers need dialogue that moves the 
plot forward 

▸ How do you create characters that sound 
different from your internal voice? 

▸ Your dialogue sucks! (at first… and that’s ok)



WRITING DIALOGUE

TIP 1:  
▸ Alfred Hitchcock:  “drama is life with 

all the boring bits cut out.” 

▸ Cut the fluff! 

▸ Let the audience make inferences

WRITING DIALOGUE

WRITING DIALOGUE

TIP 2:   
▸                          = a description of the 

expressions, movements, or even 
internal thoughts that accompany the 
speaker’s words. 

▸ Help illustrate what’s going on the 
in scene 

▸ Helps  replace a long list of 
dialogue tags (“he said,” “she 
said”)



WRITING DIALOGUE

TIP 2:  USE DESCRIPTIVE ACTION BEATS

WRITING DIALOGUE

TIP 3:   
▸ Characters should sound distinctly 

“themselves” 

▸ Syntax and diction 

▸ Levels of energy and formality 

▸ Humor and confidence 

▸ Speech-related quirks
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WRITING DIALOGUE

TIP 4: 
▸ You naturally speak differently to different 

people 

▸ Word choice, tone, body language, levels 

▸ Exercise: 

▸ Pretend your character has won the 
lottery.  How does that character reveal 
the big news to their closest friend? 

▸ Now pretend that you are telling that 
same information to a family member that 
you rarely speak to because they have 
always been mean to you. 

▸ Now have your character tell the same 
information to their arch nemesis.

WRITING DIALOGUE

TIP 5: 
▸                        = story elements hidden 

beneath the text that the reader will 
infer 

▸ Do you always tell everyone exactly 
how you feel in any conversation?

WRITING DIALOGUE

TIP 6: 
▸ People (except teachers, preachers, 

and crazy people) rarely talk in 
lengthy monologues. 

▸ Insert questions, comments, or brief 
interludes 

▸ Small bits of action



WRITING DIALOGUE

TIP 7: 


