
Noir Film • Both a Genre & a Style of 
Filmmaking 

• Genre: 
• Detective Films, Crime 

Drama, Mysteries 
• Style: 

•   
•   
•                                    Camera 

Angles 
•   
•  



Influences: 1920-1930 German Expressionism

themes of noir film
City a dangerous entrapment that has 

alienated people from one another.

Fatalism — one misstep can doom the 

protagonist

Exposing corruption in the powerful 

by those who have no power.

Unequal distribution of wealth, and the angst it creates

Haunted past from which the protagonist cannot escape

Moral ambiguity — exploring the dark side of humanity



Characteristics
• Protagonist facing moral 

dilemma or threat 

•   

•   

•   

• Character who is: Brooding, 
Menacing, Alienated, 
Insecure

Characteristics
•   
•   
•   
• Witty Dialogue

dialogue of noir films
"You're like a leaf that 
blows from one gutter 
to another."  

~Out of the Past (1947)

"With my brains and your looks, we could go places."      ~The Postman always rings twice (1946)

 "I have no memory. It's like 

looking in a mirror and seeing 

nothing but mirror."  

       ~Spellbound (1945)

"When you're slapped, you'll take it and like it.“      ~ The Maltese Falcon (1941) 

 "I was born when she kissed me. I died when she left me. I lived a few weeks while she loved me.“ 
     ~ In a Lonely Place (1950) 



Femme Fatale

Femme Fatale

The Femme Fatale sh!ld be ambigu!s:  
alt"nating between vuln"ability, 
seducti#, and fickle allegiance








