
ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND

FUN FACTS

➤ Directed by                          in 2003 

➤ Kate Winslet nominated for Best 
Actress 

➤ Won Oscar for Best Original 
Screenplay 

➤ Influence of  

➤ The bad weather was helpful 

➤ Elephant parade was also helpful 

➤ How to create a relationship on 
camera

STYLE & TECHNIQUE
➤ Personalities 

➤ Nonlinear narrative — 
effectiveness? 

➤ Beginning (or End?) 

➤   

➤ Clementine’s hair 

➤ Transitions 

➤ Moments of 
realization?



CREATIVE TECHNIQUES

CREATIVE TECHNIQUES
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Burning Question:
If you could relive a relationship knowing how bad it would get, would you?

Nietzsche’s influence on the 
philosophy of Eternal Sunshine 
➤ “Blessed are the forgetful, 

for They Get Even the better 
of Their blunders.” 

➤Alexander Pope: “How happy 
is the blameless vestal's lot! 
The world forgetting, by the 
world forgot. Eternal 
sunshine of the spotless 
mind! Each pray'r accepted, 
and each wish resign’d?” 

➤   

➤ Is suffering a pure 
affirmation of life?

Burning Question:
Is suffering a pure affirmation of a life being lived?

➤Discussion Time! 
➤Discuss Clem and Joel’s 

reasoning for erasing each other.  
Does it make sense? 

➤Would you ever consider having a 
certain person or particular 
memory erased?  Why or why not? 

➤Did Mary do the right thing? 
➤What do you think happens to 

Clem and Joel after the story 
ends? 

➤Why do you think Joel and 
Clementine found each other 
again so shortly after having the 
procedure?


