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IF YOU CAN'T PITCH IT, YOUR
IDEA IS ALREADY DEAD.

Can we and why should we make this film?




An idea must be fully fleshed out in order to pitch a story

What you need: Plot Diagram

Characters

Climax
Falling Action and Resolution

Basic Structure:

Logline = 1-2 sentences that describe the main idea
of the story

MUST CONTAIN:

Flare:

AKiller Title

L _ S

Compelling Mental Image ?

KILLBILL | ===

Keep it Simple (short = attention-grabbing) i E g

There are 3.7 trillion fish in the ocean. They're looking for one.

The lives of two mob hit men, a boxer, a gangster's wife, and a pair of diner bandits intertwine in four tales
of violence and redemption.

[He], while not intelligent, has accidentally been present at many historic moments, but his true love,
Jenny, eludes him.

A computer hacker learns form mysterious rebels about the true nature of his reality and his role in the
war against its controllers.

An insomniac office worker and a devil-may-care soap maker from an underground group evolves into
something much, much more.

An orphaned boy enrolls in a school of wizardry, where he learns the truth about himself, his family and
the terrible evil that haunts the magical world.




Extension of your Log Line

Explain:

A few paragraphs at most

KEEP IT SHORT (under five minutes td
pitch)

LOGLINE

A one sentence summary of your story.

SYNOPSIS

ACT1
Who's it about? Where ore we? Whot are their problems? Where are we going?

ACT 2
Succeses? Folures? Wht makes it mare complicated? How bod con it ger?

ACT 3

How does it foll oport? How does it come back together? How does it end?

MORE DETAILS

Who's ottached o it? Producer, Director, Cast? Finoncing?

= Hero, Goal, Obstacle

All three parts relate to Character

Write a paragraph describing each of your

characters:
What is their background?
What is their goal?
What are their motivations?

What will they do?
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Screenplay format is important

1 Page = approx. 1 minute of film
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SCENE 1 CLASSROOM - INT. DAY
ow before cutting to PAIRBANKS

Opening sequence opens the
AL

THE CLASSROOM Ep. THE TEACHER OF THE YEAR Th the CONFESSTON

Shane Fairbanks & Roni Hecker

By
(coerssmNAL, excitedly)

Cuts to scenes of FAIRBANKS "canvasing” students by handing
Gut candy, cards, pats on the back, leoking 1ike an svKvard

politician.
FATRBANKS (V.0.)
0ad; 1've
boon canvasing the students to win
o the

I've won over a

Cuts to PAIRBANKS handing back a huge test to CREED
giant red Al and a sniley face. As CREED u.m .
Ris test (unsmiling) FAIRBANKS is staring down at him with a
big goofy smile nodding enthusiastically.

le showing CREED in thy

shoulder a3 he secretively takes

Camera cuts to diff

background over FAIRERNKS”

apen out of his pocket and writes a tally mark

sticky note.

Camera cuts to NICIEL THE DEALER running in late to class

a8 FAIRBANKS pauses in his lesson and excitedly wi
. ‘Then he Curns and puts a tally on his seicky note.

Guts to THE SLEZPER asieep in clags as FAIRBANES sently
ina’o: sk vith &

places a candy or treat of som his do
Taifey fate"SYilky move sigmed “FATREANKS:
e SCENE 2 CLASSROOM - INT. DAY
HARMONY GRANG s down next to TYLER (Conspiracy
Theorist) who s w-"nq hinseLf on an ibed: —
HARMONY GRANGER
Tyler, I need to talk to you about
something.
(distraceedly)

Well it better be in a whisper,
because you never know who's
1istening.

LT e —
(confused)
What are you doing?

TYLER
(still fixated on the iPad,

B king rapidly)

ennedy
Assassination and their attempt to
hide the truth from the American
Citizen, and you -
HARMONY GRANGER
(interrupting, ready to move

yoar senior, T thought you might
ome input on a mystery that "
1" I thM to solve.

TYLER
(suddenly interested)
Shoot.




Seth Worley: Going page by page allows
us to “excavate the story from our brain;
not to create it from scratch.”

Structure Your Writing Process:

Map Out the
Take it

Visualize the Movie as a Clock
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CAN WE MAKE THIS FILM?

WHY SHOULD WE MAKE THIS FILM?

Who's who

An Idea

ALogline

A Summary or Treatment

Character Design/Bios

A Script (Sample)

A Storyboard/Shot List

Cinematic Moments

Marketing Strategies/Target Audience

Can we and why should we make this film?




