
Beneath a Scarlet Sky

Mark Sullivan’s story 

How or why would Italy have a shared 
“collective amnesia” about WWII? 

60,000 Allied Soldiers and 140,000 
Italian Soldiers 

Catholic Underground Railroad 

Forgotten Front

“Through it all, I listened 
to a man looking back at 
two years of his 
extraordinary life, growing 
up at seventeen, growing 
old at eighteen, the ups 
and downs, the trials and 
triumphs, the love and the 
heartbreak.”



San Babila Shopping District 
and Via Monte Napoleone

Empires Rise and Crumble

Describe Pino.  What is he 
like?  Who are his friends 
and family? 

Describe the state of Italy in 
1943. 

What makes Milan a 
battleground for the Axis 
and Allies?



Father Re and Casa Alpina

Father Re and Casa Alpina

Groppera above Motta



Pizzo Groppera and Pizzo Stella

Casa Alpina Map

Casa Alpina Map



Casa Alpina Map

Casa Alpina Map

What does the description of the geography do for 
the story?

Pino skiing



Pino and Tom Holland

None Shall Sleep

“Nessun dorma, none shall sleep, until the suitor’s name is 
found.” In the opera, Calaf’s aria comes with dawn approaching 
and the princess down on her luck. “Nessun Dorma” is a towering 
piece that builds and builds, demanding that the singer grow 
stronger, reveling in his love for the princess and surer of victory 
with every moment that ticks toward dawn. 

How is this quote symbolic?  What do you think it foreshadows?

None Shall Sleep
Which part of the story of Pino’s 
experience at Casa Alpina did you 
find most impactful and why? 

How does the movie RESISTANCE 
compare to Pino’s experience in 
Beneath a Scarlet Sky?  Compare 
the tone of the both the film and the 
book so far, and the hero’s journey 
embodied by the real life characters. 

Which scene from the movie was the 
most impactful for you and WHY?  
And the book so far? 

Discuss the importance of hope as a 
motif.



Beneath a Scarlet Sky
Time for some of your questions!


