
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1.  What was the Bessemer steel converter? How did this invention shape 

U.S. history?

2.  Why do you think so many everyday Americans contributed money to help build 
the Statue of Liberty? 

3.  What was the “rogues’ gallery” and what was its importance? What were some 
of the other methods used to curb crime? 

4.  What was the key factor in Thomas Edison’s success in designing the light 
bulb? What were some of the new things that were possible because of this 
invention?

5.  Why do you think the Triangle Shirtwaist fire happened? What were some of 
the results of this tragedy?
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1.  What do you think the phrase “world-wide welcome” means 
in relation to immigration in the U.S.? What are some other  
phrases from this poem that are meaningful?

2.  Why do you think this poem is considered an American 
classic today?

Emma Lazarus wrote the following poem in 1883; today  
it is engraved on a plaque in the Statue of Liberty museum.  
Lazarus was an immigrant to the U.S. who became an  
advocate for other immigrants arriving on new shores for  
the first time.
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FURTHER EXPLORATIONS:

What else was going on during this time  
period? Explore the sites below to learn  
more about the era of U.S. history covered  
in this episode.

Read more about the Reconstruction era in 
U.S. history
www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/reconstruction/
index.html

Learn about the Dawes Act of 1887
www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.
php?flash=old&doc=50

Additional background on Ellis Island
www.history.com/topics/ellis-island

The Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum 
feature on the Wright Brothers and early 
aviation
www.nasm.si.edu/wrightbrothers

PLACES TO VISIT:

Interested in what you saw in this episode? 
Visiting historic sites is a great way for 
teachers, students, and families to learn more 
about the past. Explore these historic sites, 
or look for local historic sites in your town or 
city to visit.  

The Statue of Liberty National Monument
www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm

The Chicago History Museum 
www.chicagohs.org

The Thomas Edison National Historical Park
www.nps.gov/edis/index.htm
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http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/reconstruction/index.html
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/reconstruction/index.html
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=old&doc=50
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=old&doc=50
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cbhtml/cbintro.html
http://www.history.com/topics/ellis-island
http://www.nasm.si.edu/wrightbrothers/
http://www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm
http://www.chicagohs.org/
http://www.preservationvirginia.org/rediscovery/page.php?page_id=1
http://www.nps.gov/edis/index.htm
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