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»wi of the siege there had been no American army, Even now
goruniforms Though msomeotficial documents it had been

as the Continental Army, there was no clear agreement on

vharirshould be called in actual pracrice. At first it was referred to as the

New England army, or the army ar Boston, Tha Con rinemai Congress

had appomted George Washington ta lead

Uolonies,”

i

:-‘n arch, AV

nited Pro

—

Traw materials

f the United

1dence with the general, the President of Con-

‘the armv of

Dutin correspon

!
. John Hancack, referred o it only as “the troops under your com-

ashimgtan, in his formalorders, called them the “Troaps of the

wincesof Norrh Americe.” Privacely hedescribed them as the

Tforanarmy.
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To the Brivsh and those Loyalists who had raken refuge in Bosron,

they were simply “the rebels,” or

I3
“American’”

the cauntry people,” undeserving the

words or “army.” General John Burrvuvrc disdamfully
dubbed them “a preposterous parade,” a “rubble in arms.’

In April, when the call for help firsr went out afrer Lexington and
Concord, militia and volunteer troops from the other New England
colnmies had come by the thousands to join forces with the Massachu-
serts regiments—1,500 Rhode Islandersled by \Ta»‘hanael Greene, 3,000
from Connecticut under the command of Israel Pun m. John Stark’s
New Hampshire regiment of 1,000 had marched in snow ami rain, “wet
and sloppy,” “threugh mud and mire,” without food or tents, seventy-

ive miles in three and a half days. The Massachusetts regiments, by far
the strongest of the provincial troops, possibly numbered more than
10,000.

By Junea sprawling, spontanecus, high-spirized New England army
such as had never been seen was gathered about Baston, Washington,
arrrving in the first week of July, was rold he had 20,000 men, but no one
knew for certain. No count had besn raken unol he made ita first order of
business. ln fact, there were 16,000, of which fewer than 14,000 were fit
for dury. More than 1,500 were sick, another 1,500 absent,

in a regular army such a count could have been accomplished in a
matter of hours, Washington noted disapprovingly. As things were, it
ook eight davs. The enemy's total strength was believed to be 11,002, In
realivy, there were perhaps 7,000 of the King’s men in Boaton, ar roughly
half the number under Washington's command.

In a formal address from the Massachusetts Provinaal Congress,
Washington had been warned not to expect “regularity and discipline”
among the men. The vouth of the army had Hetle or no experience with
military life. Norwere they “possessed of the absolute necessity of clean.
iness.” Beyond that Washingron found them to be men of & decidediy
dijrerentsort than he had expecred, and he was not ar all pleased.

The lay of the Jand abovt Beston was also different from anything in

the weneral’s milita

LTy CXpericnce. ln che simplest terms, as he drew in hu
own rough map, the
head of Boston Harbor, with the peninsula of Boston in the middle, thar
of Cherlestown (and Bunker Hill}

serring wag one of three irregular peninsulas at the

just to the north, and Dorchester close
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Ctorhe sonrh, Butas Beston was connected to the mainland only by a

ot
- L

wareew, halimile causeway, or neck, it was more like an island than a
peminsula. And thus, by barncadin gti’!c\&d\_,lt had been relatively sim-
ple o keep the Br irish “hattled up” in Boston, just as the British had

Boile thetr own barricades at the Neck ro keep the Americans frem com-

il held Charlescown, which was largely in ruins,

fanicee L which was their citadel and a formidable advantage.
wle had vet moved o forddfy rhe even hgher greund of the
Drirchester pepinsula overlooking the harbar,

With

numerous green hills falling away to blue water, I was a par-

iy heaatiful part of the world and especially in summer. Washing-

aerhr it “very delightful counery,” and more the pity that it

waled be w thearer of war, A Bridsh officer described it as “country
of the most charming green that delighted eye ever gazed on” Views
skerched from the uplands of Charleszown by one of the Brivish engi-
neers, Captain Archibald Robertson, show how many broad, open fields
and meadows there were, and how modest was the skyline of Boston, its

more liks thasz of a country willage. They might have been

b . R i
sieiches Of Arcadia.

wull's-cve view hean possible, one could have zeen the whole

rican army and is for tifications sTrung out In & great are of about
vor miles around the landward side of Boston, from the Mystic River on
rhe norrheast to Roxbury o the sauth, with Br ritish redcoatw camped on
the slopesof the Boston Cotnmen and manning defenses ar the Neckand

in rhe town and on Bunker FIIL A lofty beacon pole rose from the

crear of Beacon Hill, and ar the center of the town, the Province House,

headquarters for the British command, couzld be readily identified by its

iarge, ceragonal cupola and disenerive gol 1d weather vane of an Indian

with bow and arrow,

“n the harber off Loag Wharf were Brish ships ving ac anchor—
and three were ships of the iine, ships of fifty gans or more—while aver to

rhe righe :;fznc Dorchester peninsula, at the narrow enrrance to the Inner

Murbor on Castle sland, stood theold ore Castle Willian, alscoccuped

b the Brinsh.

The maln concentration of \ nerican woops was at Prospect il o
the north, Others were encamped 4 few miles fartherinland, ar the pretey
fittle college rown of Cambridge on the Charles River, and close ro the
Neck at Rexhury, whers the white spire of the Roxbury meetingheuse
rose from the rop of still another prominent kil Av Cambridge woops
were encamped mainly on the Common, though most of the town and
the red-brick buildings of Harvard College had alse been taken over,

Needing more than his rough sketeh of the rerrain, Washingron had

assigned a talented ninetegn.yearald lenrenany, John Trumbull, the

san of the governor of Connecticut, to do a series of maps and drawings.
For one skeech of the British defenses at the Neck, young Trumbull had
crawled through high grass almost to the enenvy hine.

F{)r their part, the Brivish hac assigned an experienced cartographer,
Lieutenart Richard Williams, who, with the help of a small erew, moved
his survever’s transit and brass chains from ene vantage peint to the
next, taking and recording careful sightings, The result was a beauti-
fully delineared, hand-colored map showing “the True Sirvation of
His Malesty's Army and also those of the Rebels.” All fortifications
were clearly marked, all landmarks neatly labeled, including “Mount
Whoredom,” Boston’s red-light district. Lxeu{enant Williams had besn
appalled ro find prostitution so in evidence in what was supposedly the
center of Puritanism—"There's perhaps no town of its size could turn
out mers whores than this could,” he noted in his journal—and accuracy
demanded that this, too, be shown on the map.

Not the least of Washington’s problems was that he had command of
a slege, vet within his entire army thers was not one rrained engineer to
design and oversee the building of defenses. Sull, he ordered farger and

stranger defenses built, and the work went forw a-hrd “Thousands are at

work every day,” wrote the Reverend Willium Enerson of Concord
after touring the lings. “ “Tis surprising the work thet has been done. . . .
"Ti ineredible,” It had been the Reverend Emerson who declared the

merning =3f;~\_'_>ril 15, as Bricish regiments advanced on Concord, "letus
stand our ground. [T we die, lecus die here 17
With telescopes from Prospect Hill and other vantage nolnts, the

army kept constant warch on the regulars in Boston, just as the regulars
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kepr watch an the army. (" Frseemed to be the principle emploeyment of
Bath armies to look ar each orher with spyglasses,” wrote the eminent
valist Peter Oliver, former chief justice of the provimee )

Washington knew liztle about Boston. He had been there anly ence

and but brieflv twenry vears before, when he was a young Virgima

colonel hoping for advancement i the regular army. And though each
side riispatc hed its spies, he pur particular emphasis on “intelligence”

s, and was willing to pav for it. Indeed, the tirst large sum

g

account hook was for $393.33, agreat deal of money, foran

an "m aoints Boston |, . for ehe purpose of conveying nrel-

ceaf the snermy's movements and designs,”

ir the British were preparing an attack wag ever Dresent.
i down or rise up, but with expectation rhat the night

.t produce some important event,” wrote ong of W ashmg—

rstmonth as com-

vthe first week of August, arthe end ofhisfi

en Washingron learned how much worse chings were than he

ore on the supply of guapowder at hand reveaied a total of

nuﬁds anc kht aamatmn Was ROt exped E'“(i G IHEUIOVG

+y firtle gunpowder was produced in the colonizs. Wharsupplies
thore were tame mainly by clandestine shipments from Europe to New

k and Philadelphia by way of the Thareh island Se. Fustatus In the

. 1 } :
Caribbean. Ar present, there was nowder enough only for about nine
rounds per man. According to one account, Washington was so stunned

by the report he did not utter a word for haif an hour.
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giptined firepower these five
3 .
30 guns now in place onshore.

\,h'p: had 10,000 troops recetvey
Brigade thar have joined the & dpassage.” And as Lieutenant
5 - & \\\ i
et further noted, an addi-
tional 15,000 to 20,000 " on still more ships
from England under 's brother, Admiral
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7 T it -
few 1ork was Tin cummation

Ix PurLapereria, the same day as the Briush landing on Staten
[sland, July 2, 1776, the Continenral Congress, In 4 momentous decl-
ston, voted to dissolve 'h“ connection’” with Great Brirain. The news
reached New York four davs lacer, on July 6, and ar once spontansous
celebrations broke cur, “The whole choir of our officers .. . went o 2
public house to testify our joy at the happy news of Independence. We
spent the afterncon merrily,” recorded fsaac Bangs.

A Jerrer from [ohn Hancock to Washingron, as well as the complere

text of the Declaration. followed ewo davs laver:
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hat aurarfzirs may take & more Favorable rurn {FHancock wrore], the
Congress have judied ftnecessary to dissalve the connecrion berwsen

{srear B

| - [ VI 4 Y

v and the American colonies, and to declare them free
Anbindependent states; as vou wiil percerve by the enclosed Declara-
ter, which [ am directed to transmit to Yo, and 1o request vou will

have iz proclsimed at the head of the army in the way you shall think

MO E e -
MOSE DTQDEr.

Many like Henry Knox, saw aronce thar with the enem y massing for
battle so close at hand and independence at last declared bv C‘.ong:ﬁss,
the war had entered an entirely new stage. The lines were drawn now
as never before, the stakes far higher. “The eves of all America are

upon us,” hnox wrste, “As we play our part posterity will bless or

By renotncing thew allegiance w the King, the delegates at Philadel.

phiahad committed treason and embarked on a course from which there
couidd he no rurning back,

Weare in the verv midst of a revolution,” wrote Tohn Adame. “the

pl e g

most complere, unexpected and remarkable of any in the hiscory of

nacons.

In a vinging prearble, drafred by Thomas Jefferson, the docurment

declared 10 Vseltevident” that “all men are creared equal.” and were

rights of “life, Hberty, and the pursuit
wnd 1o this noble end the delegates had pledged their
torrunes, and chelr sacred honar.

rage and high ideals were of little consequence, of course, the
sself being no mere than a declaration without military
ost formidable force on carth, Joha Dickinson of
- Q{XI\.F:\-'}VEB.T}JEL\ an eminent member of C Ong”-‘ss whe opposed the Decla-

ar t
nsLine

.

 had calied e a “skiff made of paper.” And as Nathanael Greene

varneds there were never any certainries ahout the fate of war,
But from this poinr on, rhe citizen-saldiers of Washingron's army

mger io be fighting only for the defense of their country, of for

cheir righoiul Tlertes as freel m
therr righriul iberties as freeborn Lnglishmen, as they had at Lexington

and Concord, Bunker Hill and through the long sisge 2t Boston. [t was

}7 /.Té“ ST

now z proudly proclaimed, allour war for an mdependent America, o

aw America, and thus a new dav of freedom and equalicy.
At his home 1 Newpare, Nathanael Greeng's menror, the Reversnd

Fzra Stiles, wrote in hisdiary almostin dishelief:

flament]

Thus the Congress has tied 2 Gardian knot, which the Pard

will find they can neither cut, nor untle. The tAirieen wnired colonies

now rise Into an Jadepenasnt Repudlic among the kingdoms, states,
and empires on carth, . And have Uived o see such an impaortant

and astonishing revolution?

At astroke the Conzinental Congress g i made the Glorious Cause of
Armerica more glorious still, for all the world o know, and also to give
every citizen soldier at this critical juncture something still larger and
more compelling for which to fight. Washingron saw it as a “'fresh mcen-
tive,” and to his mind it had come nota mament too soon.

On Tuesday, July g, at six in the evening, on his orders, the several
brigades in the city were marched onto the Commons and other parade

grounds to hear the Declaration read alond.

The general hopes this imporeant event will serve as a fresh incenrive
soevery offiver and soldier toact with fidelicy and covrage, [the orders
read]as knowing thatnow thepeace and safety of his country depends
(under God selely on the success of our arms: And that he 13 now in
the service of a staze possessed of sufficient poswer to reward his mertt,

and advance im to the highest honors of a free countrv,

The formal readings concluded, a grear meb of cheering, shouting sol-
diers and townspeople stormed down Broadway o Bowhng Green,

where, with ropes and bars, they pulled down the gilded ‘:% d statue

of Georee 111 on his colossal horse. In cheir fury the crowd hacked off
the sovereigr’s head, severed the nose, clipped the laurels thar wreathed

the head, and mounted what remained of the head on a spike outsl c’

LAVENTI.
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Much of the lead from the rest of the statue would later be, as
reported, melred down for bullets “to assimilate with the brains of our

infamated adversaries.”

SINCETHE sPrivs of 1975 had spirtes been so hugh. But the exu-

b

berancs of the moment, or any thoughrs that grand pronouncementz and
the toppling o svmbelic monuments were sufficient to change the course

of history, were quickly dashed in dramatic fashion three davs Jater, on

Tuly arise move, the British demonstrared for all 1o see how
teuch the defenders of New York had still to learn, and the larger, omi-
neus trath thatwithoot sea power New York was indafensible,

It was a brilliant suunmer dav with a brisk wind out of the southwest,
ideal salling conditions. At approximacely three in the afternown, His
Majescy's ships Phoenar and Rase, in the company of thres tenders, cast
off thelr mocrings ar Staten Tsland and started up the harbor under full
sail, maviag swiftly with the faverable wind and a perfect flood dde.
wunded in New York,

diers rushed in every direction

thromgh scre:

s vrowded with panic-stricken people, The cannon at Red
Huok and Governor's Island opened fire, and as the ships swept by lower
SManharean, heading meo then murh of rie Hudson, the guns atold Fort

t

{reorge and drher shore batteries opened up. Commanding the fire from

ge WA d }.liﬂ\‘:.tc'.e.ﬁlv--}""‘— -old caprain of New York arcillery,
Alexander Hamilton, who had lefe King’s College to serve in the Cause.
The ships returned the fire. Cannonballs slammed into houses and came

bounding dewn streots sull swarming with people. Washington would

rite of the extrems ess he t2it at the shricks and cries of women

and children running every which wayv, and ar -rlw spcctacle of his own

he water's edge gawking helplessly, so awestruck—or

h{:}' by the feracious barrage l l@

se by the enemy

rhe fAfreen-vearold Connecnicur recruis,

criber enjoving U complete view ofithe whole afair.” It was

rience with the “mutrening” of cannon fire, and he “rather

thimpht the sound was musical, or at least grand.”

irre r39

Every battery along the Hudsen f fired away until cannon smoke lay

thick and heavy over the cicy, and the airrecked o { gunpowder,

The Brivish ships, keeping close to the New |ersey shore, proceeded
rapidly up the river and were soon gut of sight. By five-chirty they had
passed the blasts of cannon from Forr Washington, and by evening they
were safely anchored thirey mi s above the city in the broadest part of
the Hudson, the Tappan Zee at Tarr rtown, where their mission was to

cut off rebel supplies and rouse local Loyalists,

American gun crews had fired nearly 2co shots—more than 1§ from
the New ¥ ork batreries alone—and ro noapparenteffect. [According to
the log of the Rore, the Americans “shot awav our starbloalrd fore
shroud, fore tackle pendant, fore lift, fore ropsail clewlines, spritsail and
rmain topsail braces, ore 18 pound shot in cthe head of our foremast, one
through the pinnace, several through the sails and some i the hull,™)
Knox'sguns had proven more deadly ©o his own men than 1o the foe. Six

American artllerymen wers killed, the only faralities of the day, when

o
I‘}&!'EEHCC 0F ('JV&}'C.DDIIC}EHCE, or

possibly, as sald, because a grear many were drunk.

theircannan blew updue to their own ine

In his ensuing genéral orders, Washington could barely conceal his

disgust over theinexcusable behavior displayed in the tace of the enemy,

and the shame he felt over officers who, instead of attending w their

dury, had stood gazing like bampkins. To the proud Washingron, he and

the army had been made a laughingstack,

Such unsoldierly conduct must grieve every good officer, and give

the enemy a mean opinion of the army, as nothing shows the brave

seof alarme, roolly and calmiy repair-

and goed soldier more rhaninca

post, and thers waiting his ercders; whereas a weak curiosity

at such a ime makes a man jook mean and contempible

Krnox wrote privately thas w hile the loss of bis 9ix men had been &

great misfortune, he consoled nimselt with the hope chac theday’s aztion
had raught the rest to be leas “imperuous” the next thoe.

i 3 ; wson i what had b
But rhere was a [ar farger, more ominous lesson in what had hap-

pened. Clearly i two enemy warships with their tenders could pass so
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and readily up the Hudson suifering no serious damage from the

snslore bavieries, rhen so could ten or twenty warships and LYANSPOrs,

or for that matter, an sndre British fleet, and by landing an army of

13,500 or mare upriver, they could cut off any chance Washington and
his furces might have for escape from New York.

To compound Washington's torment, the day’s drama closed in late
» with the spectacle of the 6a-gun HMS Eagle steadily advanc
= bay with all canvas spread and the tlag of St. George flying at

musthead, signifying it was the flagship of Admiral Lord

1 that therefore the fleet from England and still more troops
couie not be far behind. Tn the gathering dusk of New York, the boom of

a Roval Mavy salute came rolling across the waters.
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[r A%KED TO pESCRIRE The common soldiers of the King's army, rthe

falling in and dressing their ranks in the gathering dusk at

ctiands, most of the American soldiers who lay in wait for them would

probably have said they were hardened, battlescarred veterans, the

fe Londen and Liverpood slums, debrors, drunks, common

md the like, who had been bullied and beaten intomindless obe-

Tii"n[f’.'il(ﬂ'f y

< rhe commen American view, T he truth was something else.
g

ank-and-file British regular was far betrer trained, better

ereer equibped, and more regularly paid than his American

¢as bevond question, as the commanders on bath sides well

e 107

appreciated. Further, the redeoars were in far better health over all,
Proper sanitation was part of Brinish army life, and discipline in this
regard was as strictly enforeed as any aspect of the dally routine. Even
after their long summer encampment on Seaten lsland, the Briush

troops, as thewr officers noted repeatsaly

. were in excellent health, in
striking contrast ro the reports of rampant illness among the rebels.

In an effert to explain why the “provincials” would, in chrzir own chi-
mate, be so afflicted with “puerid disorders,” while his Majesty's troops,

who were foreign ta the chimarte, would enjov near perfect heaith, the

i

Tondor Chronicle said the difference was the great cleanliness of the

regulars.

Among the regular troops every private suldser is ubliged to putona
clean shirt twice, perhaps three times a week, according to the season
and climarte; and there arc o certain number of oificers appomted
every day ro see that each man washes his own iinen, if he had nota

woman to do it for hin.

Whi e the dregs of society did indeed count among the king's troops,
¢ great majority were vOung Countrymen from rural England,
bcotlaﬁd and Ireland. They were farmers, unskilled Iaborers, and

rradesmen—Dblacksmiths, cordwainars, carpenters, bakers, hatters,

locksmiths, and weavers—who had been recruited, not pressed into ser-
vice, drawn by the pramise of clothing, food, and steady, H mmger DAy,
along with a chance at adventure, per haps even a rouch of ‘glory. In their

raral ar small-town origins they were not greatly different from their
American cOUNEErparts.

The average British regular was in his late twenties, or about five
vears older than the average American soldier, but the average regular
had served five or six vearsin the army, or five or six times longes than the
average volunteer under Washington. Tot the British rank-and-file there
was nothing novel sbout being a soldier. T he harsh Life was their way of
life. Thev carried themselves like soldiers. They had rules, regulations,
and rraditions down pag, They were proud to serve In His Majestv's
army, proud of the uniform, and fiercely proud of and loyal to thew reg-

ments.




£k Davie McCovorouwas

Lnadaysuchasthis,on theeveof battle, they w ould have given close
wirentien to afl the parriculars of their arms and accoutrements, and
man tohisown appearance. Mosc would be freshly shaved and cheir

iorms inade as presentuble as possible, On the move, seen from a dis-

tanee, rhC\' o0 ‘;;‘E glomous in their red coats and crossheits, marching

< on rank, their huge regimental battle flags flving at the front atop

ten foot polc's;. Seen up close, however, the red coats, waist-length in
frong, langer at the back, were often faded and out at the elbows, Cuffs
wore fraved. knees patched, stockings or marching gaiters often torn
Bevond mending, try as each man would tolook the Part,

And with the pride in who and whar they were went a very real con-
‘empt for, even hatred of, their American foes, whom they saw as cow-
ards and trairors,

But by no means were rhey all bartdescarred veterans, Some of the

sdder soldiers and officers were vererans of the killing fields of Europe
during the Seven Years” War, or the French and Indian War in America,
or kad suryived the retrear from Concord or the Bartle of Burker Tl
The rest, the great majority of the Brirish forees on Long Island, includ-
g the Germang, knew only the dril and routine of army life. Foraslong

as rhe average soldier i Mowe's ranks had been in service, it had been
longer sull. more than ren vears, since Britain had last waged war, For
mest of the redevars, seldiers and voung officers, like nearly all of the
Americans, the batrle to come was to be their first,
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